CHAPTER III.

ECONOMIC THEORIES AND  LEGISLATION.

For mediaeval theories as to property, industry, and
trade, and the duties of Christians in relation to them, the chief authority
is the Corpus Juris Canonici. Many of the rules which it contains were
expressly intended for the guidance of ecclesiastical courts ; but at least
an equally large part of its contents must be regarded rather as the
expression of opinion than as law which could actually be enforced. But
as all its decisions, whatever may have been their original source, were
confirmed by successive pontiffs, they could not fail to influence the more
conscientious clergy in their treatment of social questions, especially in
the pulpit and confessional. Of the Canon Law the first and most important
half was made up of the Decretum of Gratian, a monk of Bologna, who,
inspired by the revived study of the civil jurisprudence, aimed at putting
together a body of ecclesiastical law derived from the writings of the
Fathers, canons of councils, Frankish capitularies, papal letters or de-
cretals, and penitentials, which should bear the same relation to ecclesiasti-
cal jurisprudence as the codification of Justinian to secular jurisprudence.
His work, composed about the middle of the twelfth century, contained
no papal decisions later than 1139. Accordingly Gregory IX. issued, in
123i, a compilation from subsequent decisions, known as the Decretals of
Gregory IX. ; Boniface VIII. added to these, ia 1298, the Liber Sextus ; and
John XXII., in 1317, the Clementinae. During the fifteenth century, col-
lections of decretals omitted from the Clementinae or issued later, were
made by canonists; and two such, the Extravagantes Joannis XXII. and tho
Exlravagantes Communes, were admitted to equal authority with the earlier
works, by being published with them by Gregory XIII. in 1582. For a
more detailed account of the Canon Law, see the article under that title in
the Encyclopaedia Britannica, vol. v., and as to the extent to which the
Canon Law was received in England, see two lectures in Stubbs, Lectures
on Medieval and Modern History (1886), and the criticism of them in
the Dublin Review, October, 1887.

The best modern works on the economic doctrines of the Canon Law
are those of W. Endemann, Die Nationalokonon\ischen Grunds'dtze der